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Abstract

The inspiration for this work was a small but excellent article by the late aca-
demician Th. Gamkrelidze on the ethnic identification of ancient Colchis.

To answer the questions posed in the article - what language did King Ayet
speak and what population met the Argonauts in Colchis - one could draw on ar-
chaeological data: the material and cultural situation that existed in Colchis, as well
as issues of the chronology and circumstances of the Argonauts’ journey.

The culture of the Zan (Megrel-Tchan) speaking population, dating back to
the second half of the II millennium and the first half of the I millennium BC,
known as the ,,Colchian Bronze Culture” and widespread in Western Georgia and
the territory adjacent to it, begins at the time of the voyage of the Argonauts, in the
Mycenaean period.

According to Th. Gambkrelidze, the dialect, the ancestor of the Megrelian-
Laz language, was distributed in Western Georgia in the era of the arrival of the
Greeks, and in this language skin was designated as tqov/tkov. And the Greeks used
kov to refer to skin. This word which has no Indo-European cognates and must
be regarded as a borrowing from some non-Indo-European source must have been
adopted by the Greeks in the country with which they were in contact and where
the cult of the sheepskin was widespread.

In our opinion, the cult of the sheepskin is associated with that interest of the
Greeks which, according to Strabo, was reflected in the very aim of the Argonauts’
journey: ,,the wealth of this country (Colchis) in gold, silver, iron and copper ex-
plains to us the reason for the (Argonauts’) campaign. The first journey for this
purpose was organized by Phrixus...”. It was thanks to these interests - metals,
metallurgy - that the modern outside world got acquainted with Colchis, the only
Caucasian country mentioned in ancient historical sources, and known from Greek
mythological subjects (Argonautics, the myth of Prometheus).

In the myth of Argonauts, in addition to the main characters, there are two
figures in the form of cult animals of interest in connection with the Colchian
Bronze Culture. These are the Golden Fleece, a sheepskin of special cult impor-
tance, and the dragon, its guard.
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The materials reflecting these animals are found in abundance in the Colchian
archaeological material.

Bronze figures of rams/sheep images are presented both as whole sculptures
and as additional decorations for pendants and other products in the form of ,,sheep
heads”(Martvili, Kharagauli, Brili, Svaneti).

And the dragon is one of the images of a guard, a ,,fantastic animal”, widely
distributed in the Colchian Bronze Culture (N. Marr, B. Kuftin, N. Abakelia, N.
Sulava, N. Lordkipanidze), which is depicted on almost all items of the Colchian
Bronze Culture - from the Colchian ax to fibulae.

The way of life of the bearers of the Colchian Bronze Culture, manifested in
cult animals, was reflected in Greek myths.

With the help of these artifacts, the researcher’s idea, that is, ethnic identi-
fication, received additional support: ,,Medea and Ayet, the people of the country
of Aeaea spoke the Colchian language, the ancestor of the Megrelian-Laz. Akaki
Shanidze rightly called this ancestral language Colchian”.

Key words: Colchian Bronze Culture, Megrelian-Laz language, Colchian lan-
guage.
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Lobgeom 3bmdowo, bz gom Lods®mzgErml s ol 0dEYdMY BIMOGHM-
0599 BIONMO ©933000MJOMO JNWEHNOS  BobMMgbmzsbo (TgyMeyen-
F96mM0) BmbobErgmdol gmbozo®o dsboo.
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Boos, OH@am®E d0wosbo Jsbqs3gdgd0l Lobom slsg39 Logzowgdoly s Lbgs
603m9d0Lsm30L ,,3b3MOL MI30m” TsEHIOOMO FgI3vIEMdOlL Lobom (ot~
A300, bsMogmeo, dM0wo, b3sbgmo).
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smalfjangmemol dgmeyg bobgzdoms o d3. §. I s0sbfiergmeols 3o639wo
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(LogmbBOdBHM s 060 EHMIE0OL BMbYdOm LodsMmzggarmls J0dgdsMY MwO-
Joool  BHe0GH™MO00sb dmymegdmwo s3bsHBgmol 0dgdeMy bMHowMm
Bofool Bsmgzgurom, Iglibgmols, Fogs JoMmerols s BO. 39335800 bafowols
Bomgwom. ob. comGmgogsbodg, 2001; bwyansgs, 2021)
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39630056530 9@ MHA00L (Fobols Im3m3zqds, bMBds, sOGEHIBRsEHJOOL
©53D5gds) 3OMmJBH0s, 139E0BR0ZMM0 390803, 5OJoBIIGHIMS, GHMIM-
B08d03s, MFdgbs-Homdmaqbgdo, obGHMmMmomw s LsgMmMITMGOOLM sL3sMHBbY
Ubgoolbgs 939960l oLEHMMmOE0, WOGEHIMIGHMOMEO MY FoMMEMAOIMO
09ommqdol dobggom (36Mmdsmds (Lvesgs, gowdmemo ©s bbg., 2020, wogd).
ob. 0d39).

OHMAMOE 0. 2539MH9ge0dg m3wol, d9Mdbgdol dmligeols g3mdsdo alog-
@90 LIFIOMNZYIEMTO FOFOFILIVLIO 0Ye O>XIIHO - YOV -QoBIOOL
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AYo30L 50Lsbodbsge 09Mdbgdo 094gbgdbgb 3mg-b. gl Lo@yzs, MG®IgEbsg
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M3bm gbmdM0g0 Ls3YoMM@b 0GOS Mbs hsomzgocml, d9MdbgdIs
Mom© dgomzolgl 08 §3994s6580, HMAgEmsbsi Jmbwsm 3mb@sddo, s bs-
©33 393OFILIONIO 0y B3OV (HYdz0L FNWAHO-

B3960L sBMom 30, 3B3OOL BHYs30L 3G 3533060 JdM0s dYMIbYdOL
00 06@gmgbmb, M3 LEGHMIVMbOL FobgEZom s0Lsbs sMAMBIZEHYOOL Fmybor-
MH0doL dobsbdo - ,,...08 J399bols (3merbgools - b. b.) Lodoey mdGmmo,
3903bom, H3060ms s L3ogbdom 430bLBOL /sGRMbogEHM/ Ws3JHMdOL
LG bosdsdl. 58 dobboom 3oMH3gemo IBogMMds 3Modlgd dmsfgm . . .7 (LGHGo-
dmbo, 1957:1, 2, 39). gl 06&9MgLo - om®bgdo, IgEowrmEy0s, 04m ol, HoMOE
3Mbgmo, 39335600l gHmoEIMmo oLbGHMOMmoE {gsmmaddo Lobgarqdmwo
5 ¥9MHIBMEo JoOMEWMYOMHO 19dJd0m (5MAMBs33H03s, 3OMIgmal domo)
3b™doo 9399969, 3o036M MobsMMMEds goMglsdysema.

HOAMOE 0. 3594MHge0dg 50b0dbagl, BYm3-B3m3, 303 - LoBY39 »,GYoz0Ls”
Q5 ,b5(dobobL” s0lsb0dbs350 09MIbgdTs, L3O IPMP, 3NWbIMOEIH sGHYM-
6533900l ImyBom®MddYg Foowgl, Fom0 sEMGMEo 3mBEIJBHJOOL MM
3Mbgmols Bmbsbrgmdsliosh, MHmaEs sGdomwo dgmdbmmwo Gmdgdo dg.§. 11
smaLfergmeols sbsfgolido dmdGHMdL 0fiygdab 0bwmgzdm3gwms LogMmm
L5ddMI ML EILOZgMOm - f0bs sD0580, gagmliols s 39eMm3mbgliolis3gb
(g0 5EM YN0 3MBESJBHIOOL TIILEHWMHIOILO SOJJMEMYOYHO Dobo-
W5 XIO-XIOMO0m 56 BBL).

36b5339d0L 0030 F:635010 3gMHLMB7IdOL oMY, 5OOL MmEo 360d369-
m3560 390OLMbs0 Logmw@EHm 3bm3zgerol Lsbom, GMIgeos goblsgMmMgdom
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Lo0bEYMuMs B3gbm30L, 3MEbre dMObx ML 39EEMEONMD ©3930MGdOMm.
9L 50l 26l 3MNOHGOMEO bs3YeEMm 3609369 mdOl b3l BHYsz0, MmJemml
Bs{dolo s MgHmb Lsfdolol d339wo 339wgdsdo.

06039 3bm390ol 5absbggeo Fsboengdo 3mebgmol sGJgmemyome o-
Loensdo 3653w 3Mm03m390s.

0MH0obxsml 3900l BodYMHgd0/3b3MoL  godmliabwmgdgdo  FoMdmag-
Bowos, GmymOE dmwosbo Jsbs3gdgdol Losbom, sbiggg Lozowgdobs (Fs6r-
A300, bo®oamero, d300wo, Bgsbgmo) s Lbgs bogmgdolsmgzol ,,3bzmol
05300” 535390000 9993 MdOL Lobom 1530090 s BodMGdbY (L.
1/1-8).
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0530900 (bwye. 2/1-7).

»B90GHLGH03MM0 3bM39woL” F53mbobmErgdgdBg GHO3MEMYOMMO, JGm-
B my0m©0, 393039 gdols s 3gbgbolol Mz lsBMOLom Bodo®madreo
33193900l 89009390 d0qdmeds dmbszgdgdds osILEHYIMS, MMA 50 Qodm-
LobmEmgdols Bs8Mmyse0dgds Imbs 3mEwbw®mo dGObxsml 3w EHmEmol foswdo,
H0Iol ggbggdoE Lado®mzgwml, 3mebgmol GghodmMosbgs (Lwmwsgs,
2022: 21-35).
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050009090 V)t 58 Fobodat gbols 53930 Fsb0dga”, got339wero Loyhgbgdo
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