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A FUNDAMENTAL WORK ON THE HISTORY OF BATUMI
BMbs3g6EM0o bsdMmdo dsmmdols obGHMM0sBY

In 2023, Dr. Lela Saralidze's monographic work: "Batumi during the period
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921)" was published. The mono-
graph comprises the study of the history of Batumi from the period of the First
World War to March 1921, when the city of Batumi, after the forced occupation-
annexation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia by Soviet Russia, was returned
to the Georgian people as part of Soviet Georgia. The city of Batumi was under the
jurisdiction of the Democratic Republic of Georgia for less than nine months. The
study is carried out on the basis of new archival documents and press materials.

The novelty of the monograph stems from the fact that in Georgian histo-
riography the history of the city of Batumi during the period of the Democratic
Republic is studied for the first time in the context of international events of that
time, based on the analysis on the works of Georgian and foreign sources, including
modern Turkish historians and new assessments of the events of that period.

For me, as an ethnologist, the socio-economic, cultural and sanitary issues of
the city of Batumi are very interesting. A separate chapter is dedicated to the epi-
demic situation in Batumi, during the period of the Democratic Republic, which
is discussed against the background of the so-called Spanish flu, which spread
throughout the world at that time, which killed millions of people.

I think that the scientific conclusions presented in this work will be very valu-
able for researchers interested in the issue, as well as for diplomats and politicians.
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