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Abstract

In 1921 Georgia was conquered by Bolshevik Russia. In order to blind up
the world community, the conquerors, on the spot, set up puppet authorities
distinguished for their anti-Georgian activity. In 1921-1922 Georgia, “according
to its good-will”, transferred its historic territories to Turkey, Azerbaijan, Ar-
menia, Russian Federation; inside the country they created three autonomous
units of Abkhazia, Adzharia and South Ossetia. Georgian Orthodox Apostolic
Church was deprived of legal status; they began aggressive atheist propaganda
and its implementation that was expressed in closure of churches and monas-
teries by using administrative measures, persecution of clergy and deprivation
of their church property.

The Catholic Council of the Georgian Orthodox Church, Catholic-Patri-
arch Ambrosi Khelaia spoke out strongly against these illegal, barbaric actions.
In 1922 he addressed a special letter to Genoa International Conference de-
manding withdrawal of occupation forces from Georgia. The occupation au-
thorities arrested Ambrosi Khelaia. It was decided to execute him but vigorous
actions of Canterbury Chief Bishop saved the Patriarch. With the help of the
inspired by them clergy, who very soon managed to head the Church, Bol-
shevik authorities began anti-Western propaganda against the Pope of Rome
and Anglican Church who demanded from the European countries to keep the
Soviet Government responsible for religious persecution in the country. Even
in 1924, at the authorities’ bidding, Bishop Christopher, temporary ruler of
the Georgian Church, strongly opposed the Georgian emigrants, calling them
“adventurers” and in 1930, already in the rank of Catholicos-Patriarch, he re-
proached the Pope of Rome and Church of England for anti-Soviet criticism; he
even declared that freedom of will was protected in Georgia and the authorities
always considered the position of the Church. Regrettably, this declaration was
mainly calculated for outside use and it did not reflect real situation in Georgia.
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It demonstrated well the hard situation of our nation and Church and its sub-
jection to the occupational authorities.

Key words: Georgian Orthodox Apostolic Church, Catholic-Patriarch
Ambrosi, Catholic-Patriarch Christopher,Pope of Rome, Anglican Church.
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Pezome

B ¢esparne 1921 roga I'py3us Gsina 3aBoeBaHa GOJIbLIeBUCTCKOM Poccueii.
3axBaTYMKHU, C LeJIbI0 OTBOZA IJIa3 MHUPOBOH OOIIECTBEHHOCTH, CO3JAMM Ha
MecTe MapHOHETOYHOE IIPaBUTEIBCTBO, OTIMYAIOLeecs aHTUTPY3HHCKOH me-
sarenpHOCThIO. B 1921-1922 romax I'pysust «JoGpOBONBHO» Iiepejana CBOU
ucTopudeckue Teppuropuu Typuun, Asepbaiimkany, Apmenun, Poccuiickoit
bezmepanyy, BHyTpHU CTpPaHbI OBLIH CO3JAHBI TPX aBTOHOMHBIE €IUHUIIBI B BUE
Abxasuu, Amxapuu u IOxuoi Ocerun. I'pysnnckas IIpaBociaBras AmocToss-
ckag IlepkoBp GbIna THIIEHA IOPUSUIECKOTO CTATyCa, HA4aJaach arpecCUBHAL
IIpoIaraHfia M INPAKTUYeCKOe OCYIeCTBIeHUE aTeu3Ma, YTO BBIPAXKaJOCh B
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a/IMUHHMCTPAaTUBHOM IIOPAJKe — 3aKPhITUM LIepKBeil M1 MOHACThIpei, TOHeHU! U
IPUTEeCHEHUH TYXOBHBIX JIUI] U U3BATUH 1I€PKOBHOTO UMYIIECTBa.

IIpoTuB 3THX HE3aKOHHBIX, BapBapCKUX AeHcTBUI BhICTymmu Karamum-
KocHbIZ coBer I'pysunckoii IlpaBociaBHOit uepkBu, Karommkoc-Ilatpuapx
Awmspocnit Xenag. B 1922 roxgy oH cmenmuaapHBIM IHCBMOM OOpaTHICA B
MexpyHnapoguyio I'eHys3ckyio KoHGbepeHIMIO M IIOTpeOOBajJ BBIBOJ, U3
['pysum oxxymanuoHHBIX BoiCK. OKKyIIalMOHHOE IIPaBUTEIbCTBO apecTOBaJIO
Katonukoca AmBpocus. Penreno 65110 paccTpenaTs ero, HO DHEPTUYHBIE [efi-
crBus Kenrepbepuiickoro apxmenuckomna cmacau Ilarpuapxa oT paccrpera.
BonpmesucTckoe mpaBUTENBCTBO, IPU TTOMOILY WHCIIMPUPOBAHHBIX UMH Y-
XOBHBIX JIUI], BCKOPe OKa3aBIINXCA BO IJIaBe IIEPKOBHOTO IIPaBJIe€HUS, HAYAJIO
aHTHU3aNagHYo Iponarauxy nmpotus [lamsr PuMmckoro u AHIIMKaHCKOM IIepKBH,
KOTOpBI€ IIPU3bIBAIM €BPOIEiiCKHe CTPaHbl CTPOrO IOTPeOOBaTh OTBET OT
CoBeTCKOro IIpaBUTEIbCTBA 110 IIOBOY Pa3BepPHYBIINXCA B CTPAHEe PeIUTHO3HBIX
npecienosanuii. Eme 8 1924 roxy, mo mozckaske IpaBUTeIbCTBA, BpeMeHHBIH
ynpasngiomuii I'pysuHCKO# 1epKBHU, eIucKon XpucToGop BRICTYIIHII IPOTHUB
TPY3MHCKUX SMUTPAHTOB, Ha3BaB UX «aBaHTIOPUCTAMU», a B 1930 roxy, yxe kak
Karonukoc-IlaTpuapx, crmenuanpHBIM 3asgBI€HHEM OCYIUJI AHTHUCOBETCKYIO
kputuky Ilaner PuMckoro u AHrivnkasckoi nepksu. bosee Toro, 3agBui, 4T0
B 'pysuu zamumena cBo6oza COBECTH, M IIPAaBUTEIBCTBO BCETAA YUUTHIBAET
nosunuu Llepksu. K coxxanenuro, 310 3asgB1eHre UMeI0 60jlee BHEIITHUH XapaK-
Tep U HUKAK He 0TOOpa)kaJlo peasbHOTO HoJIoXeHud et B ['pysun. OHO sAcHO
IIOKA3BIBAJIO TSDKEJIOe IIOJIOXKEeHMe COCTOSHUe Haurero Hapoga u llepkBu u ux
IIOBUHOBEHUE OKKYIIAI[MOHHOMY IIPaBUTEIBCTBY.
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