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Abstract

Many generations of Georgians have been searching for the sacred relics
of the Georgian queen, Ketevan the Martyr, for centuries. She was reportedly
tortured on September 22, 1624, in the Iranian city of Shiraz by order of Shah
Abbas I. There were numerous references to the martyrdom of the Queen and
the location of her sacred parts in both Georgian and foreign historical and lit-
erary sources. Completely new, previously unknown sources for Georgia were
published in the second half of the twentieth century. First of all, these are the
works published by a prominent Portuguese scholar, Father Antonio da Silva
Rego, as well as by Roberto Gulbeciani, a well-known Portuguese researcher,
owner of Lisbon private archives. According to these works, the resting place of
the Queen’s sacred parts is the Temple of Agraca in Goa, India. Based on these
data, prominent Georgian researcher, writer and public figure Rezo Tabukash-
vili started searching for Queen Ketevan’s resting place. Unfortunately, due to
a serious illness, he did not have time to finish this work. To continue his work,
a scientific expedition was set up in February 2001, which traveled to Goa. The
present paper is an attempt to present the extensive research and exploration
work carried out by the expedition. The conclusions and versions concerning
the resting place of the Queen’s sacred parts are presented. Also, those new ref-
erences concerning the history of the temple and the reasons for its demolition.

Key words: Ketevan the Martyr, holy relics, martyrdom death, resting
place, reasons for torture, scientific expedition, search, A Graca templ, alter,
capitulo, window.
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Pesiome

Msuorue nokosnenus I'py3uH, Ha IPOTSHKEHUH BEKOB CTAPAIMCh OTHICKATH
cBarele Momu MyueHunsl KoposeBs: KereBan. Kax wm3BecTHO, mo mpukasy
[Tepcupckoro mapsa Illaxa AGacca, eif IMOCTHIIA MydeHHYeCKas CMEPTh. OJTO
IIPOM30LLIO B ceHTA0pe 1622 rona B nepcuackom ropoge Ilupas. O myyennueckoit
cmeptu cBaToi KoposeBsl M 0 MecTOHaxXOX/IeHHsA ee MOIei, CyIIecTBOBAJIO
He MaJio COOOIIeHHH, KaK B ['Py3MHCKMX, TAK ¥ MHOCTPAaHHBIX HMCTOPHYECKUX
U JIUTEPAaTYPHBIX HMCTOYHMKAX. HoBble IyOIMKAlMM IOSBUINCH BO BTOPOM
nosioBuHe XX Beka. Hekoropsle u3 HuX ObLIN IlepeBeleHBI U Ha ['pysuHCKuUit
A3bIK. B mepByto odepesb, 3TO TPYZBI M3BECTHOTO IIOPTYTAJIBCKOTO yUEHHOTO,
orma Jla CuneBa Pero, a Takke M3BeCTHOIO Y4YeHHOTO, BJIaieblla YACTHBIX
Jluccabouckux apxuBoB, Pobepro ['fonpGexsHa. CorsacHO OIryGIMKOBaHHBIM
VMU MaTepHajIaM, MeCTOM 3aXOPOHEHUS CBATBHIX MOIIeH yKa3aH MOHACTHIps [la
I'paca, B I'oa, B Mugun. Ha ocHOBaHMM 3THX CBeleHUH, K IOMCKAM IIPUCTYIIMIL
M3BeCTHBIH ['py3suHCKuii mrcaters ¥ 00LeCTBeHHBIH fesTenb Pe3o TabykamBui.
K coxxanenuro, mo nprymHe TSKeJI0H O0JIe3HH, eMy He YAAJI0Ch 0 KOHIIA JOBEeCTH
neno. JInsa mpomosmKeHHA ero paboThl, IOJ, PYKOBOZCTBOM Ipodeccopa Baxa
Jloppxkunanuzze, OplIa CO3ZaHa HayYHasd SKCIIeAUIHs, KoTopas B ¢epare 2001
roza HampasmwIack B ['oa. JlaHHEIHA TPy, ABIAETCA IIOIBITKON B COBOKYITHOCTHU
IIPeiCTABUTH IIPOBEJeHHBIE DKCIEeAUIINeN MCCIe0BaTeIbCKAE UM PO3BICKHBIE
pa6orsl. IlpescTaBieHbl Te 3aKIIOYEHUA M BEPCHUHU, KOTOPbIe KAaCAIOTCA MECTY
3aXOPOHEHMUA CBATHIX Mouleil. Takke HEKOTOpBIe HOBBIE CBeJleHUA KaCAIOMUHCs
ncropun Xpama Jla I'paca u nmpuduH ee pa3pylleHHs.

KirroueBsie ci10Ba: CBATHIE MOIIY, MyYeHIYECKas CMEPTb, IPUYMHBI My YeHN,
Hay4Hasd SKCIeJulns, possickanusd, XpaM [la I'paca, aapraps, Kanmuryio, OKHO.
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