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Abstract

The archaeometallurgical sites that were discovered in the 60s — 70s of the
20th century on the ancient area of Colchis were believed to be associated with
iron metallurgy. As a respectively researchers sought out sources, literary refer-
ences, and myths to gather information about iron.

However, modern research in the 21st century brought about a complete
change in this interpretation. The scientific re-examination of previously studied
sites revealed new data indicating that copper was smelted at the majority of them.

The archaeological findings are corroborated by data that is also preserved
in written sources. It is known that ancient Eastern, Antiquities, Byzantine, Ar-
menian documentary, narrative, and literary records provide information about
the development of metallurgy in the historical territory of Georgia, particularly
ancient Colchis. This includes mining and processing of copper/bronze, iron, brass,
gold, and silver. For now, our focus will be solely on the references found in an-

cient Eastern and Antiquities sources that discuss copper production in ancient
Colchis.
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WOBHIMGHMOMEo  dJRGd0.  s0xJMe©  obgobowsgm  Fbmerme  dggen-
5©dML3EE 5 96036 FYomrmgddo i 36mdYdL L 3MMMOZ b3oErgbdol
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GO0l 0O MsmEYbMds 0ym sdmBgboo - B30wgbd/dMObxsml gsbdgdo
QS (3939990 3OGIRBOIBHJO0, OHMYMEE Lodsmmzbgddo, sbgzg dgdmbgggzomo
9b53mz56m0L Lobom (LsdMIME® s Lsdgm@Mbgm 05O, L3390, I;30-
M9 3sLBozol 60dwdgdo) (wmdmdognsbodg 2001: 127@s 990@gy0). wdws-
wmE  B30grgbdol  FgEHoIMosLlmb 3538000 SOEHIBIIBIO0E
QOO M5M©gbmdom FM03mM3z70Mm©s B30WYbd/dM0bX ML DBmEadols Loboom,
I gdo3 JoM0MOEIE LYZWID BodsMmM3gEMml dGMObxsml gsbdgdosb
5oL 3bmdowo (bwmwsgs, mdMmsdzgomo, gowdmeo, 2022: 88-95), s yo-
00900 (TLobsMMgs, Lryansgs, 2012: 88-104). m30m 5OJgmBYEHIWMIMAOVIEX0
d93900 30, LEsE BL30ErgBAOL EBMBS-BETMLLTs bEgdms, 56 Bsbs (G®.
bobvy&o0d30e0 b. s bbg. 2024).
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WOGHIMGHMOWME  36mdOLs s Fomgddo  IMmdogdMEo 0y ©3065LMb
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b30gbdol s6ggmdg@owwMyool dglfozes 30056 3mubgmdo (wghbwydo-dggdm b3sbgmo):
05006900056 wommbodg (#FR 19-13022 - bgenddwg. 6. Bsagarodz0¢ro), 3. dg3gero 3mewbgomo
- 3o gbdol FgBowMEY0s (FY5HMY0, WoGIMsEMIOo 3bmdgdo, Jomgdo) (FR-21-3697 -
boddea. b. Lyyesgs).
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3963bwo s b3owgbdo ds3dmbsm  9a303@gdo. 333350900 BoJOHMDID,
™A 579 LoYdIMO GHgds L3NG SBsEME05d0 BTG by FysGmgdols
obxy3sl (Mantzourani, Kopanias and Voskos, 2019: 103-104). obvy3s 30 3mebméo
A™3q00L 493039900l 5Mgoeol LosbErmggl, sHobogwo 9. FmEs-Lwl
LSBobgddo  AEYOIMIMOPS, LOSE BNOOGHMMIB GO  JoOHNZY)MHO
9mbobgmdsE 035M9@gds (0b.: Bsbgdodzowo, 2021: 210-230).

bgmol  dgg30L  53wmboloM3ser II (dg. §. 884/3-859) ,065¢09dd0”
50bodbmeo 930l Lobgerom bsmdgsdos: ,,d03009 bstzo Jsod~bobs s
09907900b 52996900b3s35b - 3H0bxc sl F963,39cmo, dbbzoeragbs s f3Gmoeragbs
bsgmbgemo s 03060 “ (Lads®mzgermlb d39¢o olGMMool JMglGmdsmos, 2016:
13). 59 0399e0lbIGds 9. §. s©0dMLagegero 39934900, JsGmzgermeo gmbozmmo
L5dgommlb ghm-9OHmo dzgergbo Gmdol  dgbbgdol ol bsfowo, GmIgwos
dg3. §. XII Lozmbgdo LadbMgo 393358006 dz0Mg sBool dodsGNyEgdom
2390055020 b9b s . BHoaMmbiol Bgdm obgdols Msombdo sd3z30wMHHHE
(Memukumsmiu, 1959: 84-105); (bsbo®sdg, 1984: 91-95); (bsbwy@sodzowo,
2009: 8-10).

WEOIOGHML 3989 sMa0dmo I-ob (786-764) Ts@osby, GmIgwoi 3560L
3wgbgs 90m339m0o, dma30mbmMmdL 53 Igx0L sddMmdol dglobgd gemo-
960 1339w gLbo  JoHMNMO 30E0GH0IMNMO J59MHM0569d0L, osboby o
dobo d9bmdgmo MHga0mbYdOL: DodsbIL (Xo35b9m0), 30EHgObOL (mddby),
JomaBL (396X J0), @bl (aBHgdo)  Hobssmdgy (8gwrododzowo,
1970: 244-250); (3bger0dzoeo, 2004: 3 s 899¢.). 35056MHKX 3900 sHROTMO
090Yy9gds: ,,@0s0bol 89939 ©sz00m6GEomy, d930095¢vg 080 bs@z0l gssboool
306300, 350, B5bs060 bs630 Golis osabogerds s6godool: 41 8obs brynors
600, 37 dobs 3963bero, [....] somo smsbo dobs bdoergbdo, 1000 bsycomdo
3b960... 50, HMYMOHO boM30 935009 89 OSMbOL J3994sbsls, Momo Asb (9L bo™30)
9005 Yym39efierom®ms: (5dgbo) dobs Lygms mdemm, 10000 dobs bdogrgbdo
(59¢0gb0) boto, 100 dOMbs“ (Memukumeuam, 1960: 128, Bl); (dgwrojodgzowo,
1970: 255); (Lodo® 39w Ml 3390 oLEMOO0L JOHglEMTsmos, 2016: 25).

b30ggbdols dmbligbogdol MzswlsBGOOLOm goblszmmMgdrwo dbodzbg-
@mds 9603905  d39dgMdbe g gdsl  9MAMB53EJOOL  FgLobgd,
MmIglsg LOGMIZEIE IJPM MJOMO OLEMMOEO BodBHO - 09MHdgbms
58gd6H™dS 530 D30l Lsbs3doMmMgdBY, Molog, 933635MOMs SHBMHOM, 5EHOWO
by 3dmbmes dg. §. XIII Lovyzmbgdo (dodgarsdg, 1974: 169 s 890¢.);
(@m®ngoxzsbody, 1966: 27 ©s 99.).

43957 LOHYEO PHOHMBS SORMBIZEHJOOL ITJMHMBOLS O 3MEbYMNH
MOH0IONMOOL Tglobgd Homdm©ygbow0sdz. §. IIT s 3mboli dgMdgbo s3EHMmMol
33MmMboML MHMEOMLYEoL 3093530 ,,0020mb533035”. 530 35651369 0s, Hrmym® 3
0. gorbbodgzomo 89608bsgls, 0 Fomolomzol  gOHMAZ5M0 ©s35bmbgdmwo,
MB0E0SOO 390Los dgddbs (gombhodzowo, 1976: 17). dgdamdo bsbols
096Mdgbo s OHMTogwo 93EMMYPIOLMZOL, MMIWgdoE S0bodbmeE MJdmEgdl
9690006,  s0mbsgsero  Logmdzgwo  LHmOgo  s3memboml  Hmombgaols
39055, gbgbos: sdmermmeq (dz. §. II b.), ompmeg Logowogwo (dg. §. I
L.), LEOdMbo, 353Lsb0s (sb. §. 09-2 U.), g3bg30 3gLaGogwo (260-340 §F.),
LdmeosbiBo 0mby 3939 (XILL.) (shzmowmgdoom ob. mE@wmdsdg, 1964: 200- 491).
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30b®H GH™Igddo d9@swIHo0L, 350 FmGOL, L3owrgbdol dm3mggdols
5 Fo®dmgdols  Tgbobgd  36mdgdo  Fm03mzqds  MHMaMOE  3memboml
HEmbyeol [obsdm®mdgw, d3. §.VIII-IV Lb. 8960d9b 53¢™690msb  (ob.
J399mm), oby 53mmboml HmEmLgwol 3mgdsdo s dolo dgdpymdo bsbol
333G MMGOMIb.

94390m» JOHMbMmEmyom®o 1sbdodgztmdom dm30@0m 00 93GMMM
36mdg0L, MMIgwms 655H6Mg380 585 M) 00 BMEGTom sbsb3s 33m3zs  sMYM-
6533900L dqLobgd mgdwegdsd, 39M3m, dolido L3orgbdol dmbligbogdsa.

30bootyg (522/518 - 442/433 (if).) 3mgdve bofo@dmgddo - ,dgmobg
3000 MEs” FM30mbOMOL, GMI  05LMbol I9mMsIOHMBOM 5MYMBs3EHJdO
00509696 BoLOLL s FgxY 509EHL MJOML LEHIOLO IMLEPBMZIL o FobsYHIMdL:

»QO5 30, 30930s [39¢r0l] Fmsgogendo 3s0moy3s6s geaemsol bségdo,
HmIcmgdog  y3009c0  69bH980sb 35356356090 Mwo  39bwol sl
53693930696, b3ogbdol Bwrodgdom 30 GoyMOoyMdOm Jofall yargx b6’ .
509@0s 0bobo MwgEdo 9905 s 39¢0l bgbsl Ggwas (MM8sdg, 1964: 214).

00539L 0996908 306l 330560 LJmerosbBoi (MMwdsdy, 1964:
22).

©6mHobLob (340-275 §§f.) 890m6Bgbowmo i3Mogdnb@ol dobgwozom, 3Ghmdgmyg
39339b00L Igddo ,,L30gbdol dMEI0wGdOm FoxSFZMEO" YMrBOoWs (JMYY-
d5dg, 1964: 243).

39093009 Wghmbgerol (d3. §. V L.) 8990mbobryero  g36oeadnb@goo
233>090/9909b:

[5090L  J00s6G035 563mb33(5980Lsd0]: M0 b30¢r9bdolgzgbgdosbo
bs®o, bsboo serol 093963939060, 0500 35013699353, ©@3390¢33 s sGgbob
39 b9 bEo®H 306490 beasdbl 3bbsg. R39G930009 99993L9 Hogbdo
OIS0 OMOOL 09Y30L” ()0 3sdg, 1964: 253).

008539 933™M0ol bbgs 3MogdgbEHol dobgwzoo:

1398963 0] 358395 [509Ab] b3oengbdobggbgdosbo bsergdo; dsoo
bsbgdog b3ogngbdols oy, bsosbss ¢gebarol bsbstger senb s13693930696:
bs@9do  Gmd b3oemgbdobrgbgdosbo ©s 39zberolbdnmg3939c0 0y, s0sb
RIOIZ0©IG 59dBL” (w905, 1964: 262).

Lo0bEHIMILM 3BMBGO0S OGN0 93MEMboML HMEMLYEEOL ,56MyMbs3-
303500

23333300 053¢ 8009600 ,,L30em9gbdol Ber(30¢m9800> 3068 3¢0990 b9
doxodqoemo  36m39mg 053060  @300¢w00 33985305 SGFO3L,  HMIgemog
3369909390903 GoobfiGsmnmeos beaendy doliz96” (s3meomboml Gmomligwo,
1948: 108).

50930L ,BolobeErol Mezby, b3oemgbdols Jmbg@gd by, J30L 30330 0YS”
(53m0mbomb HrmEmigmo, 1948: 116).

»3989bH™38 509)b 3593905 b3ogmgbdolbggbgdosbo bstgdo, Geadgermss
b3ogmgbdolsgg 69980  39mbosm, Usosbsg  3gcberob  bsbstgero  sero
30mlboomsm. 05639 85793908 Jooerosbo goosbo dsgs®o geemsolsgsh”
(530mboml HrmEmlgmwo, 1948: 116-117).

50930L 9MH0-9M00 dmbs Lsbabarols gbmdo ,,b30engbdol 3ememoo> gsdbdst
Il 533y~ (530momboml Hrmmbigeo, 1948: 118).
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50930 30856053l 05HMbU:

»009b0L  39embg  Lsdsersbme  3sd398w9cro  dysgl  mmo  b3ogngbdol-
Bem0g900560 bs@o... Gso 89 3905630 35858 s s69bol 39¢vYg momb oo
306930 dofisl 3bbs3” (s3meomboml GmmUgero, 1948: 122). 53 oMmb s09@&Ho
339093530L 300¢gdl Mglogl, Loosbss b3oergbdol 05Msom >0 FMIM30wo
0933906900 500 (396©J00s6”  (s3mEomboml  MHmombgwo, 1948: 124-
125). G9gsL @obd®98000 05BmbFs s09H0lL 30635 omens  Fgoberryems
- U30¢m9bdolbhr0g980560 bst9doo sGgbols 39¢m0 «93698¢rs0 dmbbs (s3m-
womboml Gmmligeo, 1948: 129).

309935 0doLs, GMI bogrodgdol Lsbgwo Mdg@gbfiows ®30bs/
B0l FoMImgdoslmsbss  ©e393d0Mgdmwo, 960d3zbgermgsbos dz. §. V
1593960L ¥gHIG6O 533 MMOL 39GMEMAIL 36Mds bocrodgdols Iglobgd:

»b3em0898L 359565 BP0 39mbsm 3sdmebgero botol Byszols s
000Gl 6O J9B0 G39MHs 0302900 bgermdobs, boerm 0s3%g gbeesom
b3ogmgbdols dBs®s@9d0. Ibsmsgdby oym b3ogngbdolsgsb bs390960
bs®ob g96960 ©s 039900, 5939 0y dodogrmg. dwbengdo deafgeycmol bsFHgdoor
3Jeoboso> d9dmbzgecmo” (3gamomdy, 1976: 435).

3GobAMAIerg (384-322 (§fy.) 0obBmegdsdo ,Lobformargdmog bdsmsmgol”
29000mg3390L YoM gbs IB60d3zbgErMmzsb 3BMdJRL 3093 ghmo Fmebmemo
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M500d5L, 0939 3359HYqoL:
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d3go  09MHdgbo  93BH™MM9d0L  3bMddOL TgxgMgdol Logdzgewdy .
Mevdadg 3bo3gmal, Gmd 3300900 J3ob, mobol 6 bol dggwrolidggaro
ROOR0GJO05,  LOWOE  MOZIS0MZIWSQ  JOWO3Mgds  3009gl  BodGmol
JmEmdgool - 3006000563930l dogM dgygboco bs3Mewmo @9duGgdo oym
50339000, 399amddo 330000 gfim®s Y3z9gws LodMmbs s Jobmbl,
I goo3 BoOR0GJOBY 0ffgmHgdMmEs, MBOHM Jmy30569800m 330900 9fms
39OEGHMAMG0M 36Mm35ML. 3303900 BMOT0m 0ym BZ39HO S SVOTIOMIIMO
L5BMYPoMYdIM03Z (Lox sOm) LogMEgdo (3OEWsE ob.: »Hdsdyg, 1964: 152-168).

220



05369. 0bEHMMO0UL, 5GJJMEMYOOL, JbMEMHOoLs s bgwmgbgdol obGm®mool bg®os, 2, 2024

B39bo sBMom, Fgodwgds 3035M0MEM™, MM mgMm3md3g Jombgwol
363 LHmMos s 3300900 B30 bdobog 0gm. ob, gsblibzsggdom s3membomls
HMBYEoboysb, sDMLEGHIOL vy G Joloeroliysb oym dgddbowo 3mwbuydo
33609%0.

a3mmomeg (dg. §. II b.) 030l ,,0000mmg3580” 3MEgw S0l
M0IMBL 50MB53BHIOOL 363250001535, gMmYsb HgMU:

»0030065399005  Bs9s@glb 099608000 mbAl,  39335L0mbL s obsty
25Bobosb dogob96. gl 302¢mbgool J39960L doobstrgs. Gmps bmdseroo
63306l osgs, 0sbmbo s09db 9p30s... s boobmgzs dobogzol bspdolo doggs.
obog 993306s dogg0sl, 0y »mgemdo 89585005 b3ogngbdolgggbgdosb bsegdl:
3093b 39896 bsBSs0, Looom 3sdmGEgremo GO 39¢ 1m0 bsGo
3953005; B9b9d0 ds00 b3oergbdobs 39mbrsor “ (/ermdsdy, 1964: 359-360).

96H0md0mo fgs6rmgdo JHmbmemmyom®sm MBM™ 3305609w0s, 3000609
ol 93mds, MHMIgenbsg Fysmmgdo s0fgmgb, s HmEaLsg 3Mmebgmdo wommbols
0omdmgds doMomss LB3owgbdom ogm FoMdmygbowo; by FysHrmgddo
50 9MH0o 30000905 9dmbgzgzs 3Mebgmol  sMdgmemyome  Imbsigdgdb.
3305690 fgMowmdomo {igos@mgdo,  sLEHMMYdID, G®md  L3owgbd/
0M0bx oMby s 3060l d5GHMBMdOL g3dmdgddos  3mebgmdo L3oggbdol
§o6B8mgds 89@9IMHR0580 LMEWOEYIO SEFOWL 035390, B3 Jmebgmdo
L30gbdols s8v)dsgzgdol baba®mdwogo GHMmoogool dsbz969dgwos. LmGgo
9L BHH50E0%S - Wommbfo®dmgdsdo L30wgbdol ds@GHmbmdol g3mdols, o,
653 90Lsbs PgMowmdom fysdmaddo,  LHimGMgo 53 Mo379OLOM 33MYWMOM
006036 Hysmrmgddo 0dol oaLEMMIOSL, MboE 9MJgmEma0Mo dogds

9539605 0dE3d.
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