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23960900mgd0Ls, 85063 mbgdbs d3bgmsdo @sdgsMLYd0bs LETMIVZOHM ME-
farosbo 3mOLgdo 930L3M3ML  FodMOgErolL LobgErmdol, 2sdmdgEs FoMmMYo
005(30bgarol Bobgsgzo mmbmsgo, g3oLEHMEgbo s 0Mabgl Qsdmbagds,
wm33960, Jo®mzggmm §dobpsbms bMsmgdo, bo@gdo, Lodstmggamml 93-
@wgbool  30e9bsMo gmzgwhcon®o. 99 Ixges 3bM3MYds fYbsMmYds,
05906 93agbos Lads@om 50wl ©s0FgOL 3bmgMgdol Lobsdpgowgdo®.
(39Mmbsbodg 2017: 319). 93gbogdo dogosb Mo LoEsE0sdo 0Yym
50 3900m©do, 0dsMH(3390MPS S BIYMIMPOIIMO  5Y39oRIMHO ol M3
boeobl  5de09m90s. b5y MM©IdmEs 565 dFbmermE MHYEoyos, MS39©
LoBMYPoE™YdOL ,,bdoE” FoLMSD ghm. Mgwogaool Loddgms Gfdmbgdmwo .
o300 SOIRMMIOWO 0™ sBbIBINOL  BHIMOGHMM05Dg (jdobos
50030 qdd0 dmOHINbgms LodMsgzeol godm. Jolo SHBOHOM  v9930egdIELO
0y ,,359560L FMbILEIODb 0s35¢0 ABOL Bo3gB39, M3 Hdobs Fyswmsb
dmO(IMbgms Folgesll 2o5dbgergds. 0o M) MmOl Gg»Hds S89bgds,
39020 Lodsbsm 0d69ds 3bmggangdolsmzol s 9@s80s6g00 fyseBo 5o
393096 256L03MbgdsMm” (3sMmobodg 2017: 320). )X IMIIJO ©
LodfMbsBIMs, 0MBEs MJomdss BHmOgo sby sBOH™M3690©bg6 58056900
3obgero byzmbo 60-70 Hengddo. sBOHMZbgds 30 2oIMbsdmo oym 08 dzgwro
©535b0bx g0 sBOHMZ6qd0Ls, GMIgEoi LsdFmms 35300M03s vsbrgMds
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UoBMYPoEMIOSL. B0Hgoz5© Mo FEAMIsMmIMdOLS 93 39M0m©addo
JoOds 93e0gbosd bmMo gbs s0Mbos. Mbs g30mdzsm MHmI bgwrolme-
9056 3MI3OMIoLDBY Foligers @ Fobmsb 056589OHMBWMds MBOM LMo

23900593930 gds 0ym, 3000 dob Hobsswdgy dMIMSs, MoY0B gl Fggal
396 259M009gd©s. 5J3906GH0 93wglool FBGOL 453900 FFZ30MdOE Bm-
§™909d3%bg, 930gLooL OLEHMOOOL 33MEOMODI305DY s Tob FoEbmdsby
LogOH TGOl 93egloolm3oL.
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NINO GURCHIANI

THE GEORGIAN APOSTOLIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
IN THE 1940s-1950s

Abstract

The religious policy of the Soviet Union in Georgia was mainly based on the
principle of separation of the state and the church and reducing the latter’s influ-
ence on society. This policy was based on Lenin’s doctrine, according to which the
power of the Church over the people should completely disappear in the future.
Supposed elimination of religion on a daily basis had been an important element of
the communist doctrine, which provided for intensive propaganda and the intro-
duction of anti-religious Marxist-Leninist views into the education system. To that
end, socialist ideals were expected to be strengthened.

The Georgian Orthodox Church tried to maintain itself under these conditions
and pursue a compromise policy. The leaders of the church realized that undis-
guised opposition would only increase the pressure from the state, thus they chose
the path of cooperation with the Soviet government. However, they kept working
on strengthening autocephaly and their position in the international arena.

The essay studies the contradictions in this policy that raise questions about
ecclesiological and ethical choices. Above all, it must be said that the compromise
policy played a positive role in the gradual restoration of religious autocephaly in
the wake of coexistence with the Soviet agenda.

Keywords: Georgia, Orthodox Church, the Soviet Union.
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