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GONELI ARAKHAMIA

ENUMERATION FOR CATHOLICOI OF KARTLI IN MEDIEVAL
GEORGIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY

Abstract

Enumeration for Catholicoi of Kartli has been a significant issue for medieval
Georgian historiography.

“The Conversion of Kartli” (,,Moktsevai Kartlisai”) is the oldest example of
the Georgian historical work known today, which keeps the enumeration of the
Catholicoi of Kartli. The major story of the chronicle, which concludes circa 650
AD, involves 20 Catholicoi from Peter to Eunone. In the essay, Catholicoi’s order
is synchronized with the order of the kings and “Erismtavaris” (literary “grand
dukes”) of Kartli.

There is a so-called “additional list” which is attached to the end of the major
story. It includes Catholicoi’s numbered order until the 970s. The protograph of the
additional list separately contained the list of married Catholicoi (Tavachag, Eulale,
Joel, Samuel, Georgi, Kirion, Izid-Bozid, Tevdore, Peter) who headed Georgian Or-
thodox Church until the years of 640-50, that is, before Eunone. The list was fol-
lowed by the numbered order of other high primates since Eunone.

Later scribes have misidentified those married Catholicoi as post-Eunone
ones, and united them under single numbering. Then-made mistake influenced
modern historiography too, which was manifested in the fact that the non-existent
Tvarachung II, Eulale II, Joel II, Kirion II, etc. are named as the next hierarchs of
the Georgian Catholicoi’s rank. Apparently, the mentioned order and numbering
require revision.
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The enumeration of the Catholicoi was not confirmed in the old “Life of Kar-
tli” and in the works of Sumbat-Son-of-David (11th century) and Vakhushti Bagra-
tioni (18th century).

“The Commission of Scientists” (early 18th century) transferred Catholicoi’s
order from Peter to Tabor from the old “Life of Kartli” unchanged but updated
enumeration.

While numbering high primates, 11th-18th century Georgian historiography
wasn’t able to go beyond citing “Conversion of Kartli”. Since the last quarter of the
10th century, ancient Georgian chroniclers have not been trying to hold a consis-
tent line of the Catholicoi of Kartli and its personal composition, as was done with
kings.

It should also be said here that, in general, the ancient Georgian chroniclers’
work about the work of the Georgian Church and, specifically, the highest hier-
archs, is extremely important and provide invaluable service to modern historiog-
raphy.
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