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JOHoLE06v90 396000639 dzgwsmmddolgaro gl 3sboggdo dobbgmeos
JOoLEIL  LO3ZEOEOLs s  SEYMIoL  bobgE; FFoEOME 4393000 YDdS
OMAMOE YMZIOOOYOH oGO3, 0l 369008 3306006 OO Fodsmols
15300bo390L s 580GHMId3 Bgowo JHoLEBHIL 3MDBs — Mzsebo Mo dodobgds
L03dMEYHOE F0s60dB7OL 496353900 mambols dibggm3wls s bbby
(Dufrenne, p. 1970,54; Woodfin, 2012, p. 81-83), ®53 35¢)960L d90mbgqzs8o osgom
§obsbfoMgBHyYz9wol LogsMsrm GogMOmsEss babyslidwwmo. 30d3mbogos
03393505 gMmo bsfogol sHMom, Ebmdoer ds390mbogen  mUEs@gdL
— dobgowls ©s 93@0boL ©9393000JdS s SmMbBOL Mol bowrsba®ol
9mbsLEMOL LogzmOmbgzgwdo Bbgds 1318-1321 fergddo (Esceesa, 1977, c.
6-8) 96 M@d™ sy XIV Lomzmbol sbshyoldo (Jlopaxumanmaze, 1992, c.
154). 58539 3960006 ol d0BIBGHOMMO OOl dgawgdHg3 WILEHWIOIdS
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(s0mbols 3OMEsGMbo, Mglsgs LgMdgmdo (Woodfin, 2012, p. 83), doLG®OL
39M00@anEMLOL  L5053369,  WIlbmgm - BOowmgm  dozgmbosdo
(Dufrenne, 1970, p. 54), 3369609 dmasmgomdo (Bozhkov, 1964, p. 96-104) o
365 IbmemE 390l dbo@3mHMdsd0, 50589 o GYIMA03w JumgzowgdH3
(9303Mbsmombo/gbdatmo {dobs omsby 0IMmoLdgEY3zgwrol dmbslGmosb
3530mlbY, MMIGWLsEg Bmaoghmo 933wg3500 XIV Lormzmboo (Woodfin,
2012, p. 83-84, fig. 2-19), Dmao 30 XV bs49399600 s05000qdL (Theocharis, 1988,
p, 198, fig. 16). 30BsbEH0MG ©s 3MLEBHBOBIBEHME dgawgddo JoMOMOWI®,
dolo 25dmbobgol sA0wWs© doBbgmwo ogm Gsds®mdo dgloligergero oMol
05399 L3N0 3JEOIWO, MO sMmbOL Bmol dgymgdbgE boscmwsw sobsbs
(s00mbols ol 3Om@s@mbo _1300 §., glbmgm _ 1349 §., dsbsliosls badgdols
93wgLos LgMdgmdo _ 1407 . (Jlopaxumanuaze, 1992, c. 154), s50ombols dmol
LBoghmbozo@s _ 1535 §. (Chatzidakis, 1986, fig. 133).

00DBGHOMMO  BHMIOEo0LYL  oblbgsggdom, ,zbobgwo M350l
3M33mDoEool Lods®rmzgwmdo 453033900l SO 9BHe3bg ol y3z9esby
bdoMo 23H3wg0s LogmMmbgzgwrdo (ds@@zowo _XIV bowmzmbols dwysfiengdo,
Do®mBTs _ XIV bom3zmbg, Jowrgbxobs _ 1384-1396 §f). (Jlopaxumanuaze, 1992,
c. 154) s 8990L 3909wbY (bsdsbGHg30 — 1412-1431 (ewmGogdonsbodg, 1973,
83- 35-38, &od. 15, 16, 19). 09d3s 090LsE0dol x30MoL dmbsbBHmol XIV
1599360l Fmbo@GHEmdsdo GHod®mol doMoms Logmgdos Homdmoygbowro,
OMamOE3  ©0Mm3000909¢0  bgbs s 09bsg,  Bodab@Egzol  dbgogloco,
90399000 FOBIMMNMYGOME0 MJO(309, 5649 Jofimerow JOoLEY - 93056mgwls
9953905 oo ool IMEsMIXg IMMOLITMOYE0, HMIgEoE LsdFIOHMdYM-
3565mb 99605390L s b3gB0, 96 bgEMBYd0 K35MEFTOL 05MSMIdOm,
Mo Bo3bmzMOoL Abzam3El vMiigadl bodlL (Bupcamaaze, 1973, c. 21, ta6. XVII).
dbmwmE 43006, XVII bywy3mbol JoOmwer dgyegddo g3b3wgds ,z3bobgwo
0350b*“ 30033mD0E00L ILEZEIM 39009 DY, GOIMOL FqLalgergeol magzbyg
393mbsbgol dsgowomgdo obyg, GmymeE ds@sbdo s Hobstgbols dgmegdols
©3000bddMdEOL  §3egL0s30S (,050o0sbm 93wwgbos) — 1679-1681 fargdo
(3oam8odg, 1993, @a3. 131-132), 653 3B0JOMIM, 500mbosh ImIobstrg
AG®5003E00L sLsbgzs MBS 0yml, doo «dg@Egl, HmA Fobsmgbol dgdmbggzsdo,
dobo dmdbs@zgwo dgMABMEgbm3zs60 MUBAEIG0 93MLEHMEY LogsMoMOM©
0Mbmbsd ©39380M9d Mo (ysmbBodgowo, 2004, 93. 205-206; yoamdody,
1993, @3. 128; dodgwrsdg, 2022, a3. 21). dsGoowos, 1678-1687 {engdols
139E03EbM3EOL FMbsEEmdSdo ,3bODIO MZs 0 BOHOWMIm 39JbBgs
§omm9bowo, Bo®58 MM B3RV IO m3se0bIde Imnbo@rwmdsdo
BofgMow ,83bobgmo M350l 30m33mboEost LMoo Asblbgsggdvo
3M6G9JLEO gosBbos (Bobensdy, 2010, ag. 250, 278).

053560l d5HB0oEr030L 430560 Mmool Ho®mdmaRgbo Bodbgdo g3zgwsby
0350650003 033907905 Labob {aMol Jsbgesdo, Hmglog XVIILomzmbobomgol
60dsbmd0g0, Lobgms §ghol  gods®GH039d0L396 808560869dgcmo  Bgb-
9630900  396L53MMMJO00 B  PIMBIHBMO  93wglbool  Imbo@v)-
@MOLmB  FgoMmgdolsl Ixwogbgds. gl 3oGys@ BBL, GMamOE Logme-
0b939do 399m™Bbowo oo M LgMmdoL“ ImEodmwms, 0lg 93eglools
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059900L5 M) L3 IM 39)PIDY ,d0d0bgdOL* RMRTIBELS WS ,,gboBywo
0350b“ goammgdol 0bgzg, HMmYMOE 3539 damdo §dobsbgdol Labgms
©5999353990L globmzol M350l A5936930LSL. 5 9935605, MM 93390M0
5 Bmob Mbgdo gogolygMo 3mbEMOHwo bsBo MgmMIbstmgzo gsgobygmo
vy 993969 POHOOWgdOL IO FMEToms sdmY3s60L  FHgbgbiEogdol
901H95350, HYs306HY 439wAsh 9395B0M© s 9339MMOE  030MbYdS.
3bo@os, 9 X9O 300093 BoMBMbEIds BMGIGOOL ImEmdomo  a®ol
5396m3560 gdbogzs o o oL ghmo dbMog, Bs3MJgds-sdmmMgmMmYdOL
30O 9L 3MBEGHMLEI©Y 96 BMMTsms 5dmyz3s60L LM BogguroMgdsdog
0bg, MMM XVII bywm3mbols dgmeg bobgzmols 3emaglowmer dgawgddos (9gHmo
dbm0g, 9o0ossbm 93wglins, IgmMg dbMog, JoMEH30wo), FoaMmsd ob dg3mo©
3995030390900 BBL, 300067 535b IMBIBIO 93w gbools Fmbs@ e mdsdo
3b30gdom. sdoGHMI g4zgws gl FbsBH3MEo bodsbo, 330JOMdM To@obols
050030l IMboEMEMmdOL MGOHM 430060 IMMmOPYdOL3IE T0y35600690L,
3000609 9356 Jobms 39z30L 39HOMPOL FMbOEWMdGdO0s.

500095, Fo@boL (3bEB3ML FmbslBHMOlL g30560 Fws Lowm3mbggdols
3mbGH0DIBGH0MMHO  FBsGZOo LGl Fsmeo  3OHMmagLombswobdom
3°0mOBgmo  dmbsvyrmdgdo  gOHmTsbgmolysb Qoblibgzogwgds My  dbm-
Mm@ bgfigMom, 5599 dbBsEZOo LEGHOWOLS s 0ZMBMAMIGOMWO As-
©5093930L 93mdoldogMo ™o30LgdMHGOIOOm, M3 33993l bodoegdals
3930 LOBNLEHOM IZ9MIMOMM® O0LOLO. To5ESBOL LEBMbILEHMM JMA3EgdLol
60, 05P0w0o3ol 8295 Bsgols s o3y dymdo IMBSBMEO 93eglools
©093M60 b39bL dogM LB dM@ FodmoMmby domdo 9amMmbgbowo Lad@oGmMmm
3°9mbsbg0d900ms3, MHMIJMOYD IMBsHBM g3wglbosdo godmbobmaro
05053530 JBHOGHMOMO s JoLo y»mads »iwobfjrycro Lsdgsbogmem dodmbowgsdo
05659009 96 3363 9ds. FboBHZMHE0 Lol glfogwrol 8999w, 3B30JHMIM,
LRIz 0s60 oS BodBHOGHMO™M 3mT3MDBOEOOL Wg3zsb Jobms FgBqgLmb
05393806905 @5 FBsds3oBOE, IMDIBMWO 93eglool Imbsodmwmdol XVI
1599360l F195(egd00 IMSOODS.

05Boozol 9995 6530L dmbodyarmdol dgdmbggzsdo 30, dbo@G3OMO
LEHOWOL  45T5MFH03900L396 JoEMg30  3H9dbozobmab goms, MIgeos
3963 gd0m M35 Tobozgdos Lobgms a®ol dsbgMol  4obbogrgolsl,
93999905  03mbMAMIR0Mwo  3mI3MHB0E0Jd0 O (39390 Lobgomo
945930, HMIgdoa XVII Lsr3960l ©sms@0mgmdols bygzmdzqgewl odwggs.
Sbgmos  bogBHoGHMO™  3MI3ZMboEos  ,MBEOLYYE  JMOPbyMwo  Fyzowol®
5Lsbg9o 08 3030l 3033Bo305, MMIgEoi bimemgo XVII Lovmzmbobomgobos
0535balosmgdgEo 0lg3g, MHMPMME Jocol LsTmLOL GHaMmgdol L3gEoBoIMMO
Q9GO JO0 ) Fo3bM39M0 - ,3bODBIEO MZ5¢oL“ A5TMLEHZOL EMIMYMG0s.
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Nino Chikhladze

THE WALL PAINTINGS OF MATANI TSKHRAKARA MONASTERY
AND THEIR ARTISTIC AND STYLISTYC PECULIARITIES

Abstract

Among the professional paintings of post-Byzantine artistic style in Georgian
wall paintings of the late Middle Ages, the murals of the Tskhrakara Monastery in
Matani stand out for their exquisite craftsmanship and artistic taste. Located on a
mountain slope surrounded by forest near the village of Matani in Akhmeta districts,
Tskhrakara Monastery is an architectural complex of different periods. It presents
important examples of active monastic life and artistic creation from the Early
Middle Ages to the Late Middle Ages. The central building, which was thoroughly
rebuilt in the 8th-9th centuries, the basilica dating from the 5th century, has hall
churches built from the south and north and the gate from the west. To the west of
the basilica, a few meters away, there is another hall church built in the developed
Middle Ages, in which the highly professional painting of post-Byzantine artistic
style has been preserved both on the walls and on the channcel-barrier. Different
paintings are presented both in basilica’s central nave, on the church built from the
south, and on its chancel-barrier.

Studying the artistic style or iconographic details of paintings and trying to
identify the damaged portraits of historical people, in some cases, offers a different
version from the established date of painting. For example, the painting in the
middle nave of the basilica dates to the first half of the 16th century because nun
Anna, formerly known as Anastasia, the daughter of Garsevan, is considered a
donator. The data comes from the inscription of the chancel-barrier, which was
destroyed in the day. Although Garsevan’s last name is not mentioned in the
inscription, he is considered to be Garsevan Cholokashvili, who was identified as
a historical person at the beginning of the 16th century. He was the king’s official
and relative of Queen Elene, the wife of king Av-Giorgi of Kakheti. He hid the
king’s son, Prince Levan (later known as King Leon of Kakheti (1520-1574),
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from the pursuers of king Davit of Kartli and contributed to his enthronement.
However, another Garsevan Cholokashvili, a poet and author of “Praise of Fruits
“and “Nargizovani”, is mentioned in Jerusalem’s synaxarion between 1643 and
1649. Because the painting is fragmentary, it is difficult to attribute it to the first
half of thel6th century or the beginning of the 17th century. Still, the peculiarities
of individual details of artistic style and iconography speak more in favor of the
later date.

It should also be noted that the wall painting of the separate hall church shows
such skill in its artistic style that it can be dated to the middle of the 16th century.
Moreover, the images of the male donator with the church model in his hand and
his young son preserved on the church’s west wall could probably be identified as
King Leon of Kakheti and his son.

Keywords: Late Medieval Georgian wall painting, post-Byzantine artistic
style, paintings of Matani Monastery, portraits of historical persons.
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